The role of paraaortic node irradiation in the treatment of cancer of the cervix.
One hundred and twenty-seven patients with previously untreated carcinoma of the uterine cervix underwent pretreatment laparotomy between 1971 and 1980. Thirty-one were found to have paraaortic metastasis. Twenty-seven patients received paraaortic node external supervoltage radiation to the entire paraaortic chain, 4400 cGy, over 4 1/2 weeks, with 600-800 cGy, boost over 1 week, limited to the area of metastasis as marked at laparotomy. Twenty-nine percent (8/27) of the patients with paraaortic node metastases who were irradiated have survived 5 years or more. These patients have FIGO stages IB, IIA, or IIB; all have epidermoid carcinoma. Three of five patients (60%) with microscopic metastasis and five of twenty-two patients (23%) with gross metastasis in the paraaortic lymph nodes are long-term survivors. None of our long-term survivors have suffered late complications. There have been no fatalities from treatment related complications. We present a radiation technique for paraaortic radiation in these patients, and discuss the indications for paraaortic node radiation in cancer of the cervix.